
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

News Clips: 

Midge Dickerson’s husband, John, died 
on Nov. 30, 2009.  John was a veteran and a 
very active member of many organizations 
until his illness. 

We were all very saddened when Ginny 
Withee died on Nov. 28, 2009.  We will  
remember Ginny’s pleasant smile for many 
years. 

Bonnie Overson’s sister, Vi, died at a 
nursing home on Saturday, Nov. 29. 

Ginny Crump fell Dec. 4 at Laurel 
Manor before the Friday night game.  
Fortunately, nothing broke this time! 

Lucy Tillman’s husband, John, fell last 
month and ruptured the quad muscle in his leg 
and tore a tendon.  They were re-attached to 
the bone at Leesburg General Hospital and 
then he spent 20 days at the Rehabilitation 
Center at Freedom Point.  He came home on 
Christmas Eve and is recovering at home and 
doing well.  John said that if you need to have 
rehab, Freedom Point is the place to do it.  It 
was just like staying in a “5-Star Hotel”.  It is 
really nice to know that if you need rehab, we 
have a wonderful center very close to home. 
(submitted by Mary Ann Kelly) 

Marilyn Fulton had an operation on 
January 11 and she is recovering nicely. 

We all thank Pat Ford for her time and 
effort in organizing another fantastic Christmas 
Party, held on December 14.  We also want to 
thank Jane Dulieu for organizing a great 
Christmas Party for the 299ers, held on 
December 7. 

Ray and Melanie Harris and Ron and 
Pat Poitinger placed first in a Swiss Team 
event at the Hilton Head Bridge Club. 

 

 
Dale Angione  is taking a trip to Turkey in  
 

 
News Clips:  (continued) 

Ann Barnes’s husband, Harold, died on 
December 7, 2009.  Harold was a CPA and a 
veteran and he was very active in The Villages 
VHA and Florida’s SHINE organization.  He was 
an avid reader of World War 11 and the Civil 
War.  It is ironic that he died on the 
anniversary of Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, he was 76, 
and he was an actor in his favorite play “1776”.  

Renee Gleckner and Alex Booke are 
the two new members of The Board of 
Directors of our Club. 

On Monday, January 4, the Daily Sun 
featured an article on Virginia Derderian and 
her daughter, Pamela Martin.  Her daughter is 
a television news anchor in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada, and she will have the 
distinct honor of covering the 2010 Olympic 
Games.  Pamela has been selected as one of 
the torchbearers for the coming Winter 
Games.  She is also an advocate for breast 
cancer research and she hosts a “Team 
Pamela” for the Canadian Breast Cancer 
Foundation.  Her mother, Virginia, was her 
inspiration in becoming involved when Virginia 
was diagnosed with breast cancer a few years 
ago.  It was truly a beautiful article. 

 
THE PHANTOM SPEAKS AGAIN:   
The second worst opening lead in bridge (NT 
or a suit contract) is the Queen from QJx(x) 
unless your partner has bid that suit. 
 
BRIDGE QUOTE OF THE MONTH:  “One 
advantage of bad bidding is that you get 
practice at playing atrocious contracts.”  Alfred 
Sheinwold 
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER by Chuck Deal 

JUST SAY ALERT 
 
Life has its little problems.  Some things may be white, black, or gray meaning good, bad or 
somewhere in between.  The same goes for life at the bridge table where we have convention card 
black, blue, and red to help clarify to partner, and to the opponents, what it is that we are doing.  
Black is not a problem; but blue and red often create problems for the players and the director.  
 
Blue stands for “ANNOUNCE” which means to immediately describe the bid partner just made.  The 
announcement may be “TRANSFER” or “MAY BE SHORT” or “FORCING”.  Do not volunteer additional 
information.  Let the opponents ask if they wish further clarification. 
 
Red stands for “ALERT” which means immediately say ALERT and NOTHING ELSE.  If the opponents 
desire further clarification they may ask.  Improper use of the “ALERT” such as “ALERT, that’s a 
support double and shows three-card support for the suit I just bid” can cause problems. 
 
 1.  The opponents may not wish to have an explanation. 

2.  The additional explanation may have just wakened partner to something he/she forgot.       
That is unauthorized information your partner is not entitled to have. 
3.  If unauthorized information is involved, the director must now assure that any further bids 
during the auction are in accordance with the laws of duplicate bridge and a score adjustment 
may be required. 
 

  I usually carry a four page 2002 Bridge Bulletin article that explains how the auction should proceed 
after an unauthorized information situation occurs.  Ruling in this situation can be messy.  So please, 
when making an announcement or an alert, keep it short.  Use just a short ANNOUNCEMENT and 
JUST SAY ALERT. 
 
WHO IS THE MYSTERY CHILD? 
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JOE SACCO’S TIP OF THE MONTH: 
It’s almost never right to pass out a hand in 4th seat.  For 
example, if the bidding goes pass, pass, pass, and you are 
holding as few as 9 HCP’s, open the hand.  Many times the 
opponents will have as much as 23 HCP’s between them, and 
invariably will bid 1 too many and you will get a plus score.  
This does not work all the time, but it has been my experience 
that I get a plus score about 80% of the time.  So, you can see 
that I don’t think much of the Rule of 15. (Editor’s note:  The 
Rule of 15 (or called Cassino Points or Pearson Points) says 
count your HCP’s and add a point for each spade you have in 
your hand.  If the points total 15 or more, the Rule says you 
should consider opening the hand.) 
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One of the long-time players of the Club is turning 90 on February 6.  Maxine Beveridge 
Morden  Linsell  (Maxine for short!) was born February 6, 1920 at home in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  
Maxine married Max Morden in 1942.  They had a son before he went off to war for three years.  Two 
daughters and another son were born in the next three years after his return from the war. 

Maxine and Max spent most of their married life in Michigan, where Maxine was an avid 
golfer and bridge player.  She was highly involved in her church and volunteered at the hospital, plus 
staying very busy raising four children.  She now has 11 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. 

Max died suddenly of a heart attack in 1978.  Maxine married Bud Linsell in 1982 and they 
eventually ended up living full time in Ft. Lauderdale, Fl.  She was again widowed in 1994. 

Maxine moved to The Villages in early 2002.  Initially she played bridge six days a week here at 
The Villages, but she has cut back to only four days now!  Maxine’s parents lived to be 94 and 100 
years old, so the genes are good !  We expect many more good years from her.  HAPPY 90TH 
BIRTHDAY, MAXINE! 

(submitted by her daughter, Meredith Newman, through Liz Adamcik, a reporter) 
 

FIRST REGIONAL AT SEA:  (submitted by Alex Booke) 

 Sandy and I had not been on a cruise in a few years.  We received an email from Larry Cohen 
advertising the first regional at sea and it sounded like something we wanted to do. 
 The price included the usual cruise package plus all bridge fees and gratuities.  It had to be 
booked through Alice Travel.  The trip started in Miami and included the ports of Ocho Rios, Jamaica, 
Georgetown, Grand  Cayman, Cozumel, Mexico and Labadee, Haiti, with 3 sea days. 
 There was a full regional schedule with the usual open pairs, side games, knock-outs and swiss 
teams.  There were approximately 350 bridge players from all over the country.  Since the ship, Royal 
Caribbean’s Liberty of the Seas, held 3,800 passengers, the bridge group was less than 10%.  It was a 
new and very beautiful ship. 
 Each day began with a talk from Larry Cohen.  We have attended many bridge lectures but 
they did not compare to Larry’s.  He was extremely interesting, personable, funny and, of course, 
being a champion bridge player, very knowledgeable.  He gave a talk on ethics that should be 
mandatory for all bridge players. 
 On the negative side, the room we were assigned was too small for the number of tables, and 
it was very difficult to get around.  The last day we got a 2nd room.  Also, if you go, (another one is 
scheduled for December 2010) go with a partner.  Those who had to use the partnership desk didn’t 
seem all that satisfied.  Since we had each other, we had a great time and would recommend it to 
others. 
 
THE MYSTERY CHILD REVEALED:  (submitted by Henry Hood) 
The picture is not very clear, but please keep in mind it was taken over 50 years ago, probably on a 
Brownie Camera! 
Our mystery guest grew up in the state of Arkansas on a farm four miles from the nearest town, 
which had a population of one hundred and eighty people.   He and his brother were surrounded by 
the usual farm animals.  His brother was an avid hunter, and on occasion would bring home some 
very unusual animals that they would bottle feed and domesticate.  Pictured is a grown squirrel 
raised from a baby and obviously a very happy friendly pet.  Our pet lover is eleven years old at the 
time of this picture.  THANKS, CHARLIE SHOWALTER, FOR SHARING THIS! 
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NEW RESIDENT MEMBERS OF THE VILLAGES DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB: (as of January 12, 2010) 
Welcome to:  Don Baker, Sandy Baker, Byron Bond, Jan Digman, Thomas Gittings, Elaine LaCroix, 
Diane Lindstrom, David Miller, George Troike, Lois Thompson, Ellen Welsh, Karen Linder, Raymond 
Mignogna, Jon and Marilyn Williams 
 
70% GAMES FOR NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, AND UP TO JANUARY 10, 2010 
72.25% - Ed Schusler and Dave Stentz (Nov. 16) 70. 83% Ed Schusler and Jean Toone (Nov.23) 
72.24% - Marilyn Williams and Marilyn O’Donnell (Dec. 15) 
71.76% - Dave Hudson and Peggy Shivetts (Jan. 6, 2010) 
 
2009 EARNED MASTER POINT LEADERS IN EACH STRATA: (Club games only) 
299ers: 
1st – Mary Ann Kelly – 60.89 
2nd – Rosie Blumenthal – 47.40 
3rd – Gigi Letendre – 38.77 
Note:  299ers are anyone with less than 300 MPS playing in any game. 
 
NLM: 
1st – Henry Hood – 83.54 
2nd – Chet Eicher – 83.27 
3rd – Mary Rowe – 81.30 
Note:  This point range goes very high over 300.  Includes those who have not won their colored 
points. 
 
LM: 
1st – Ron Colbert – 44.41 
2nd – John Spinelli – 21.09 
3rd – Shirley Land – 15.20 
 
BRONZE LM: 
1st – Rich Seidman – 152.80 
2nd – Lucy Tillman – 88.32 
3rd – Lynne Fisher – 74.03 
 
SILVER LM: 
1st – Gladys Mikel – 176.80 
2nd – Donna Ziemann – 138.02 
3rd – Bill Ziemann – 137.46 
 

CLUB MEMBERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE ORLANDO REGIONAL IN JANUARY 2010: 
22.48  Henry Hood      21. 17  Lynne Ziegler 
20.38   Ed Schusler, Charles Showalter, Rich Seidman 19.22   Bill Garner 
16.38   Kay Jones      16.01   Paul Matheson 
15.99   Marilyn and Jonathan Williams   15.78   Alex Booke, Sandy Howe 
 6.67   Jane Dulieu        6.06   Dave Stentz, Richard Chase 
 5.10   Neil Timm        3.90  Richard Ziegler, Audrey Ross   
 

GOLD LM: 
1st – Joe Sacco – 218.65 
2nd – Ginny Crump – 127.85 
3rd – Dave Hudson – 96.56 
 
TOPS FOR THE YEAR: 
1st – Joe Sacco – 218.65 
2nd – Gladys Mikel – 176.80 
3rd – Rich Seidman – 152.80 
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CLUB MEMBERS WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE ORLANDO REGIONAL IN JANUARY 2010: (CONTINUED) 
3.22   Richard Vogler      1.84   Bud Feron 
1.62   Von Bush      1.44   Lucy Tillman, Ann Gust 
1.41   Jim Spector      1.16  Jean Toone 
0.83   Mary Gavaghan, Dorothy LaBrie   0.61   David Hall, Linda Hall 
0.31   Maryann Deroche 
(These were submitted by Neil Timm.  He’d like to add a disclaimer in case there are any mistakes.  
Thanks, Neil, for submitting this.) 
 

PLAY OF THE HAND, ESPECIALLY AT TRICK ONE! 
 

  ǂ10 7 6 
  ǄA Q 
  ǅK 10 8 5 3 
  ǃQ 8 2 
ǂ3 2    ǂK Q J 9 
Ǆ10 8 7 5 3   ǄK 9 2 
ǅ9 7    ǅA 6 4 
ǃJ 7 6 4   ǃ10 5 3 
  ǂA 8 5 4 
  ǄJ 6 4 
  ǅQ J 9 
  ǃA K 9 

 
South opens 1NT.  North raises to 3NT. 
West leads the Ǆ5.  As South, plan the 
play (especially at trick one). 
(This is one of David Lindop’s hands.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE CHRISTMAS PARTY FESTIVITIES! 
 

 
 
 

It looks tempting to try the heart finesse, but if we play the 
ǄQ, we just went down at trick one! Look what happens.   
 East wins the ǄK and switches to the ǂK.  Even if we 
hold up, East continues leading spades to drive out our ǂA.  
When we eventually lead a diamond, East wins the ǅA, and 
the defense has 5 tricks: 3 spades, the ǄK, and the ǅA. 
 To avoid this misfortune, we simply have to count 
our tricks before playing to trick one.  We have the ǂA, ǄA, 
and three club ricks.  We can promote four more winners in 
the diamond suit.  We don’t need two heart tricks, so 
there’s no need to risk giving up the lead at trick one.  We’ll 
still have ǄQ and ǄJ left after winning the ǄA. 
 So we win the first rick with the ǄA, and start 
leading diamonds, to drive out the ǅA.  If East leads a spade 
after winning the ǅA, it’s too late for the defense.  We win 
the ǂA and have 9 tricks: 1 spade, 1heart, 4 diamonds, and 
3 clubs.  Thank goodness we took the time to make a plan 
at trick one. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO HAITI: 
We are pleased to announce that all games from Monday, January 18 through Saturday, January 23 
will be Charity Games.  The proceeds will go to the people of Haiti.  A big thank you to all of the 
members! 
 
 

Wouldn’t you say we are a fantastic group of 

people!  Thank you, one and all, for your 

contribution and dedication to The Villages 

Duplicate Bridge Club! 

Let’s play bridge, keep our minds alert, and have 

fun!  


