
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWS CLIPS: 

Congratulations to the newlyweds, Sandy 
and Alex Booke,  who were married on Tuesday, 
March 9th in Ogden, Utah.  It was a small wedding 
with 3 of their 5 children in attendance.  Sandy 
skied in the morning and got married in the 
afternoon! 
 Our  Claire Currie was featured in the Daily 
Sun in the  Today’s 5 article.  Claire is a water-
walker, and the five things she takes to the beach 
or to the pool are: towel, cover-up, sunglasses, hat, 
and bathing shoes (to protect those feet while 
she’s doing her water exercises).   
 Three of our dedicated bridge players have 
recently celebrated their 80th birthdays!  
Congratulations to Pat Ford, Betty Schwartz, and 
David Land.  Millie DuBovy  celebrated her 90th 
birthday in March.  Heinz Jaffe celebrated his 86th 
birthday on Feb. 22. 
 Dib Drown will be undergoing a fusion 
operation in Naples, FL, on her eyes March 25.  
This is a new  kind of procedure to restore eye 
sight.  Sandra Mueller has already had this 
procedure.  We wish them both  marvelous 
“miracles”! 
 Noelie Bertoniere was featured in the 
Sports section of the Daily Sun on Feb. 6.  Noelie is 
a Hurricane Katrina survivor and she attended the 
first New Orleans Saints game.   
 The Duplicate Club bridge players were all 
saddened when Claire Seidler died on Feb. 16.  She 
will be missed by the entire membership.   
 Paul Matheson had a pacemaker put in 
during the month of January.  We are happy to see 
him so robust and in good health. 
 Our Director, John Kelsh, has undergone 
two shoulder and two hip operations.  We are all 
delighted to witness his excellent progress. 
 Jean Toone and Irv Robinson are two more 
members of the “Knee Replacement Club”.  
Accolades are extended to you both for your 
speedy recoveries. 
 Ian Harvey finished 1st in the top bracket 
knock outs at the Bermuda Regional.  He also 
finished 4th in an Open Pairs and 4th in the Swiss 
Teams for a total of 42.26 masterpoints. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWS  CLIPS (con’t) 
Ian Harvey and Sandy Gebhardt  placed 1st in the 
Monday Open Pairs game at Hilton Head Regional 
winning 14.47 masterpoints each. 
 Our own Neil Timm has published two new 
bridge books.  The titles are: 2/1 Game Force , and 
Precision Simplified.  Congratulations, Neil!   
 The Villages Duplicate Bridge Club now has 
another venue—SeaBreeze Recreation Center.  
Games are played there on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30.  At the present time, 
the Monday evening game is a Charity Imp game, 
and Wednesday night game is an open pairs game. 
 
THE MYSTERY PERSON!  WHO IS IT? 
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER by Chuck Deal 

THE PLAYED CARD 
 
a.  Well, she pulled a card from her hand and I saw it so she should have to play it. 
b.  He pulled it out and started to lay it down so it is a played card. 
c.  I planned to finesse for the king and played too quickly.  It was without “pause for thought” so I        
should be allowed to change my card from the Queen to the Ace. 
At sometime or other, we have heard them all. 
 
LAW 45 lists five situations when a card must be played. 
1.  If a defender’s card is held in a position such that Partner may have seen it, it is a played card.  This 
is so even if his partner was not at the table at the time. 
 
2.  If the declarer holds a card touching or nearly touching the table or in a position to indicate that it 
is a played card, it must be played. 
 
3.  If declarer deliberately touches (not rearranging the dummy) a card in the dummy to indicate 
playing it, it is a played card. 
 
4.  A card must be played if a player names or otherwise designates a card as the card she intends to 
play. 
 
5.  A penalty card, major or minor, may also have to be played. 
 
One situation that many are not aware of is that an unintended played card may be changed if the 
player does so without pause for thought.  An opponent that followed to the original retracted card 
played may also change the card he/she played. 
 
Back to the situation at the start of this article where the player wanted to change the Queen to the 
Ace because she had always planned to finesse for the King.  This is not a pause for thought situation.  
This is after-thought or not paying attention and the director should not permit a change from the 
Queen to the Ace. 
 
Thirty-one of the ninety-two laws of duplicate bridge deal with the play of the cards.  This was just 
part of Law 45.  We’ll consider some other interesting parts in the future. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
According to the publication The Bridge Teacher:  “Bridge is a game of mistakes.  Mistakes are 
experience; you learn by them.  He who makes the next to the last mistake tends to be the winner.  
There’s no test at the end—so mistakes aren’t counted as anything but experience—a way to learn.” 
 
There’s a short paragraph on the back of the ACBL bookmark which we handed out at the SeaBreeze 
Expo.  It reads:  “Bridge is more than a pastime.  It’s a passion.  Players return to the table time and 
time again for the mental challenge, the competition and the company of others who share their love 
of the world’s greatest card game.” 
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TIP OF THE MONTH by JOE 
The following bidding sequence occurred when I was playing with Ed. 
My hand:  ♠K J 9 x   ♥J   ♦A x x x   ♣A J x x 
The auction:   JOE  ED 
  1D  1H 
  1S  4C (splinter) 
Ed’s 4C splinter promised a singleton club and 4-card spade support.  Plus:  the splinter bid promises a source 
of tricks that between our combined hands will total ten tricks (this is very important).  There can be only two 
possibilities:  (1) a diamond fit or (2) heart tricks.  The auction continued: 
  4NT  5C (one key card) 
  5D (asking for trump Queen) 
I used 5D to ask for the Queen of spades.  Ed can reply 5S—no Queen of spades or bid 6 in a suit where he has 
a King or jump to six spades with the Queen of spades. 
 
This month’s hint is:  Even with minimum points (14 HCP), 2 ½ quick tricks, and 3 of 5 key cards, it is still correct 
to ask for key cards.  Ed’s hand:  ♠Q 10 x x     ♥ A K Q 10 x x   ♦K x   ♣x 
Six Spade contract bid and made!  (with a total of 28 HCP!) 
 
A BIG CONGRATULATIONS GOES TO MANY OF OUR 299er’s!  A group of our 299er’s attended a 299er 
sectional at The Citrus Bridge Club in Hernando, FL, on February 6, 2010.  Linda Eicher and Liz Adamcik 
rounded up the names of all of the Villages Duplicate Players who attended the sectional.  They all came home 
with some silver points!  The participants were:  Doris Borra, Liz Adamcik, Linda Eicher, Maria Guenther, Janet 
Matthews, Mark Gomme, Doreen Skok, Barbara Newcomb, Sandy Ainsworth, Doris Bryant, David Haskell, 
Marilyn Graham, Dorothy LaBrie, Mary Gavaghan, Barbara Edelson, and Jay Greenstone. 
 
THE VILLAGES DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB KEEPS GROWING, GROWING, GROWING……. 
The following are the residents added to the database from 1/1/2010 to 3/4/2010: 
Linda Schiller, Margie Connor, William Nichols, Karen Linder, Raymond Mignogna, Maggie Finch, Margie 
Quinto, Harle Phelps, Joan Bouslag, Bob Bryan, Fran Larson, Wylene Loeb, Judy Hamblen, Joyce Kurtz, Thomas 
Karynak, Gary Kimble, Rober Guida, Sandra Haponski, William Haponski, Jeffrey Power, Margaret Jenkins, Ellen 
Horton, George Swan, Jo-Ann Dufeu, Mary Pat McCrossin, Edward McCrossin, Karen Gordon, Sandee Cole, and 
Michael Lotti.  A BIG WELCOME IS EXTENDED TO ALL OF THEM! (Thanks, Chuck, for supplying these names.)  
 
TWO BRIDGE TIPS by Neil Timm (considering slams and 2♣ openings with fewer points) 
Marty Bergen (2008) in his book “Slam Bidding Made Easier” shows, using his revised system for hand 
evaluation, how to make slams in a suit contract with less than 33+ HCP using what he calls “Bergen Points”.   
While some players may use his new method today to reach slams, is there an easier method that requires less 
memorization and only knowing HCP?  The answer is yes, use the Rule of 26. 
Bidding Slams—Rule of 26 
When opening one of a major, many partnerships play direct or concealed/ambiguous splinters.  In either case, 
a splinter bid shows 4-card support for the major suit bid and 13+ HCP.  When should the opening bidder 
consider slam?  One may apply the Rule of 26! 
 Opener merely adds his HCP in his suits outside the known splinter suit and if the total is 26+, you 
should consider slam in the major suit bid. 
 This rule works because once the partnership can ignore an entire suit, you can expect to make a small 
slam with only 26+ points; you do not need 33+ points which if often required when you have to take into 
account all the suits!  Try it out if you play splinters. (Editor’s note:  Applying this to Joe’s Tip Of The Month, Joe 
and Ed never would have reached their slam.  Rules are only guidelines!) 
Opening the bidding 2ǃ--Rule of 44 
 How many times have you opened one of a major with a big hand (18-19 HCP) only to have your 
partner pass and you missed a “cold” slam? 
 What are critical are not points, but quick tricks and losers.  What is needed? 
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To open 2♣ and then bid a 5-card major requires NO MORE THAN FOUR LOSERS and a minimum of FOUR 
QUICK TRICKS;  Rule of 44. 

 Given these two requirements, open TWO CLUBS, independent of points.  Note:  an ace is one quick 
trick, a protected king is ½ and a KQ combination is equal to one.  Counting losers only involves the first three 
cards in a suit. 
 Let’s look at an example:  You hold the hand ♠AKQJ2  ♥AKQ10  ♦76  ♣7.  You have only 19 HCP + one 
length point or 20 starting points.  But you have three losers in the minors (less than four losers) and four quick 
tricks (two aces and two KQ combinations);  using the Rule of 44, open the hand 2ǃ.  Your partner cannot 

pass!  (Neil’s new books can be ordered from: 

www.trafford,com/Bookstore/BookSearchResults.aspx?Search=neil timm; www.amazon.com by selecting books 
and searching on neil timm; www.pitt.edu/~timm and clicking on book link) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

THE MYSTERY CHILD REVEALED:  The mystery child is none other than our Henry Hood!  The top 
picture is Henry at the tender age of two.  He writes:  My blonde locks were so long it was necessary 
to use a number of burettes to hold it back and away from my face.  The lower picture was taken one 
short year later.  I had discovered women, more specifically Roberta.  I cut most of my hair off, 
learned how to hold hands, and the rest is history and it’s been downhill since then!!”  Thanks, Henry, 
for sharing part of your youth! 
 

THE VILLAGE DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB 
CRUISERS: A group of duplicate bridge 
players enjoyed a Royal Caribbean Cruise to 
Panama in February.  Thanks to Lynne 
Fisher, the group had its own bridge room and 
managed to play everyday.  Participants were 
Barb Miles, Audrey Ross, Ron and Pat 
Poitinger, Pat Ford, Bonnie Overson, Pat 
Diamond, Geneva McKee, Ron and Joanie 
Colbert, Tom and Von Bush, Dave and Linda 
Hall, Jack and Lynne Fisher, Bill and Donna 
Ziemann, and Alex and Sandy Booke.  A great 
time was had by all! 

 
 
 
 
 

  
   

A STROLL DOWN 

MEMORY LANE! 

 

http://www.trafford,com/Bookstore/BookSearchResults.aspx?Search=neil
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.pitt.edu/~timm
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SEA BREEZE EXPO:  A few members of the Board kept busy informing people of the advantages of becoming a 
member of the Villages Duplicate Bridge Club.  Lynne Ziegler, Pat Ford, Pat Poitinger, Chet Eicher. 
         

70% GAMES FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY: 
Jan. 6 Dave Hudson and Peggy Shivetts—71.76% 
Feb.2 Ed Schusler and Don Baker—71.14% 
Feb. 9 Ed Schusler and Rich Seidman—70.34% 
(We neglected to report a game of 71.56% on December 21, 
2009 at the 299er game:  Evelyn Bennett and Mary 
Vansteelandt. 
We are aware of two 70% games in March: 
March 9 Charlie Showalter and Bill Garner—74.82% 
March 11 Helen Hall and Thomas Pritchard—70.59% 
 
 

            
TOP 15 MASTERPOINT LEADERS IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 

0-300     300-1000   1000+ 
Rosie Blumenthal 14.17  Rich Seidman  33.46 Joe Sacco  55.42 
Mary VanSteelandt 12.85  Chet Eicher  27.66 Gladys Mikel  41.39 
David Haskell  12.01  Lucy Tillman  23.33 Dave Hudson  39.96 
Marilyn Graham 11.13  Richard Ziegler  20.89 Ed Schusler  31.65 
Hope Cantell  10.70  Bud Feron  20.74 Charles Showalter 28.73 
David Michaelson 10.29  Caroline Davies  17.73 Ginny Crump  28.65 
Richard Stewart  10.10  MaryAnn Kelly  17.24 Lynne Ziegler  28.27 
Phyllis Hurst    9.85  Ruth Srulevitch  16.60 Ann Gust  25.79 
John Dunn    9.83  Loretta Harp  15.10 Liana Garing  24.83 
Janet Dunn    9.83  Pat Poitinger  14.72 Jean Toone  24.29 
Karen Goodman   9.82  Marilyn Williams 14.62 Bev Yankee  24.23 
Cynthia Kluemper   9.58  Joel Caplin  14.34 Peggy Shivetts  24.19 
Linda Eicher    9.52  Sandi McNaughton 14.29 Marilyn O’Donnell 20.42 
George Murray    8.02  Carol Alspach  13.31 Steve Anderson  19.30 
Robert Kraus    7.98  Gisela Knock  13.30 Ron Poitinger  17.85 
 
THE PHANTOM SPEAKS AGAIN 
Do not lead a singleton vs. a voluntarily bid small slam if you have an ace.  Partner can’t have the ace and you 
will probably be helping declarer no end by placing the missing honors in partner’s hand.  However, a singleton 
lead against a small slam when you DON’T HAVE AN ACE has a much better chance of succeeding.  With a little 
luck partner will have the ace of your singleton suit or the ace of trumps. 
THE PHANTOM HAS WRITTEN A POEM: 
Bridge is a wonderful game 
To not play is a shame. 
A game with your wife 
May cause you some strife 
But it may indeed extend your life. 
For studies have been done 
To show the brain has won. 
Find a partner you adore 
And enjoy the game more and more. 
I would like to play with Bill Gates, 
But Warren Buffet fills those dates. 

 

Even with internet play 
The bridge message is clear 
For all to hear. 
A bridge game today 
Will keep Alzheimer’s away! 


